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DISCOVER THE POWER OF PRAYER 
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Cro ssro ads  Tabern acle |  Fo rt Wo rth , TX  

 

Session Three:  Prayer, Holiness, and Fire 

We Must Recognize that God’s Word Reveals the Necessity of Prayer to 
Bring Holiness 

 
1.  Recognize the Spiritual Battle for Holiness and the Need for Fervent Prayer 
 
A look at I Thessalonians reveals that Paul endured tremendous spiritual attack 
and opposition in his attempt to return to Thessalonica and help the believers see 
their need to be Sanctified Entirely: 
 

“For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul did, again and again—but Satan 
stopped us…Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and 

supply what is lacking in your faith.” (I Thess. 2:18; 3:10) 
 
While we should be clear about our message we must be equally clear about the 
opposition we will face in order to see people truly enter into the experience of 
being entirely sanctified.   
 
At Crossroads Tabernacle we started a weekly prayer band just to cry out for many 
believers who had backslidden and who had not experienced the sanctifying 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

2.  Recognize that the Perfecting Work of the Holy Spirit will Require more   
      than Preaching and Teaching 

 

 
“We are glad whenever we are weak but you are strong; and                                             

our prayer is for your perfection”  2 Cor. 13:9 
 

Paul wrestled in prayer for the believers to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to 
enter into the experience of holiness of heart and life. (Ephesians 3:14-19)   

“Why do we have so few mighty outpourings of the Holy Spirit?  It is largely  
due to the decay of prayer.  For with the decline of the work of holiness there  

has come the decline of the business of praying.  As praying and holiness  
go together, so the decline of one, means the decay of the other.  The church  

is not turning out praying men and women, because the church is not  
intently engaged in the one great work of holiness.” 

 

E. M. BOUNDS, “THE ESSENTIALS OF PRAYER”, p. 75 
 

 

“The experience of the Second Gift of Grace is no longer preached and testified, 
because Christian experience, though it may have to begin in the Spirit, must be 

perfected in the wisdom of the flesh and the culture of the schools.” 
 

SAMUEL CHADWICK, “THE WAY TO PENTECOST”, p. 18 
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“I want you to know how much I am struggling for you…Epaphras, he is always 
wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and 

fully assured.”  Colossians 2:1; 4:12 
 

In our genuine zeal to articulate the message of holiness, somewhere along the way 
we have forgotten that we must have the Holy Spirit in order to be Holy!   This will 

require as much work on our knees as it does at our desks and in our libraries. 

 
The Cali Vision:  “The Purpose of Discipleship is Holiness and the Path to 
Holiness is Prayer” 

 
 

3.  Recognize that We Need the Fire of the Holy Spirit 
 
Like in the days of Elijah at Mount Carmel and the disciples in the Upper Room we 
must recognize that in every era there has to be a people who stands for Holiness 
and who calls on the Lord in prayer to answer us with the fire of His Holy Presence.  
 
Nearly every time fire is mentioned in the Bible it has to do with God’s Holiness.  
 
We Need Fire Because: 

 Fire Makes Us A Peculiar Again 
 At Mt. Sinai God’s glory looked like consuming fire (Ex. 24:17) 
 At the dedication of the temple Solomon prayed and fire fell and the glory of 

the Lord filled the temple (2 Chron. 7:1) 
 At Mt. Carmel Elijah prayed and fire fell from heaven and consumed 

everything on the altar (I Kings 18) 
 Ezekiel’s had a vision of the fire of God’s Holiness (Ezek. 1) 
 John the Baptist spoke of Jesus’ baptism with fire (Luke3:6) 
 At Pentecost the believers saw tongues of fire (Acts 2) 

 
We must recognize that the key to the Fire of God has always been prayer—

Historically when God’s people pray the fire of the Holy Spirit follows!   
 

 
4.  Recognize that Only When We Pray Will We Be Called What We Claim To Be:    
      A Holy People 
 
The Isaiah 62 Vision for the Church of the Nazarene. 

“It ought to be evident that the way of life from the world is by the coming of  
the Holy Ghost upon believers, that the main business of believers is to  
pray heaven down upon their souls, until the heavenly glory cannot be  

received, so abundant the tide of divine manifestation.”  
 

P.F. BRESEE 
 

 

 “A genuine revival will come only by the fire of God from an open heaven, in answer 
to some soul or souls who dare to rebuild the altar of God and put the wood in order 

and place upon it a complete sacrifice, and trust God against all odds.” 

 

“Nothing is so essential for the world’s salvation as the building  
of great holiness fires in America.” 

 

P. F. BRESEE 
 


